PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

We made a few changes to our By-Laws at the Fepru
meeting. In a nutshell, we better defined the lthe
Treasurer and Recording Secretary.

The big change was to the dues new members will p3
Anyone joining after August first will pay halféhdues.
Because this will not fully cover the cost of onstirance
there may be an increase in the entry fee for tueé&
Weapons competition. We require Edged Weapon
competitors join the society so they will be coeby
our insurance.

We will have copies of the revised By-laws at ouarivh
meeting, and anyone who doesn’t get them at timeg, ti
we will mail them.

We also have a new Mission Statement. It has bee
included as part of this newsletter.
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Among our members are a qualified Scottish historian, and story teller who often goes into the public
schools to entertain and teach, a Fellow of the Scottish Society of Antiquaries, a clarsach (harp) player who also
teaches from time to time at UCC, several pipers, a teacher in Scottish dancing, and several gentlemen who are
expert in the ancient arts of edged weaponry; not to mention a champion in Scottish athletics recognized by the
Scottish Athletic Association. The Society sponsors Athletic competition at its annual Highland Games.

“Bluegrass” music and dancing, currently becoming more and more popular, was exported to Appalachia by
Scottish immigrants and is enjoyed by many Americans today.

The sharing of these skills, traditions, and the values of family, tradition and democracy are our mission.
We strive to teach, to entertain, and hopefully to instill the values of our forefathers in our children and those others
whom we serve.

Some famous Scotsmen are noted below:

The train whose steam engine was invented by James Watt of Greenock, Scotland was vital in the
development of America. Adhesive postage stamps were invented by James Chalmers of Dundee, Scotland. While
possibly not as admirable, still many puff on a cigarette first manufactured by Robert Gloag of Perth, Scotland.

We communicate via a telephone invented by Alexander Graham Bell born in Edinburgh, Scotland. Our
dinner may be favorite traditional roast beef from Aberdeen Angus raised in Aberdeenshire, Scotland.

We go home to watch television, invented by John Logic Baird of Helensburgh, Scotland. The US Navy
was founded by John Paul Jones of Kirkbean, Scotland, and our children read “Treasure Island” by Robert Louis
Stevenson of Edinburgh, Scotland. On lifting the Bible we find the first name mentioned is again a Scot - King
James VI who authorized its translation.

Everybody knows about Scotch whisky. Gas as a fuel for heat and light was invented by William Murdoch

of Ayr, Scotland. The breech-loading rifle was invented by Capt. Pat Ferguson of Pitfours, Scotland; penicillin by

Sir Alexander Fleming of Darvel . . . . . And anaesthesia, by Sir James Young Simpson of Bathgate, to mention just a
few.

Our mission is to share these and other wonders with the world.

Updated 02/19/2010



Douglas County Scottish Society
Web Site: dcscots.org
Email: dcscots@dcscots.org
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